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around the world. He has kept the memory of
all those who have been victimized by the re-
gime alive in our hearts.

Mr. Perez Roura embodies the American
dream and is testament of what can be ac-
complished through hard work and dedication.
Breaking through both language and culture
barriers Mr. Perez Roura has become one of
the most listened to radio personalities in
Miami. Having received a Bachelor in Political
Science, Mr. Perez Roura serves as a docent
and mentor to many journalists, political lead-
ers, and activists.

He is the pioneer of Spanish Radio and TV,
which further exemplifies his exceptional work
as a journalist. Mr. Perez Roura is the Found-
er and Director of Radio Mambi one of the
most famous radio stations in South Florida.
He produces, hosts and co-hosts various talk
shows, Noticieros, En Caliente, La Noticia y
Usted and Mesa Redonda. He also produces
a daily editorial Toma Nota and regularly
writes for Diario las Americas and El
Semanario Libre. Throughout the years, Mr.
Perez Roura’s work has received various
awards.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating the voice of Cuban exiles,
my dear friend, Mr. Armando Perez Roura. He
has defended democratic principles, Repub-
lican ideals and Cuba’s freedom. In the words
of Jose Marti, apostle of the liberty of Cuba,
“Honrar, honra.”

——————

ELECTION SUPPORT CONSOLIDA-
TION AND EFFICIENCY ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in opposition to H.R. 672 “Election
Support Consolidation and Efficiency Act.”
This bill seeks to amend the Help America
Vote Act of 2002 to terminate the Election As-
sistance Commission (EAC), the EAC Stand-
ards Board, and the EAC Board of Advisors
61 days after enactment of this Act. It also re-
quires that the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget (OMB) perform EAC
functions with respect to certain existing con-
tracts and agreements during the transition
period for finishing EAC affairs.

| oppose this bill because it undermines the
intent behind the Help America Vote Act. Let
me remind those who have forgotten of the
chaos in the days following the election of
2000. Congress passed the Help America
Vote Act in 2002 which helped create the
Election Assistance Commission. The EAC
was created to help state and local election of-
ficials use current technology and best prac-
tices when overseeing elections.

The EAC oversees voting-system testing
and certification. The EAC tests and certifies
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voting machines for use in elections to safe-
guard against the problems of 2000 election in
Florida; and creates voluntary voting guide-
lines for states, instilling confidence in the
democratic process of this country for all vot-
ers.

The Commission also develops and fosters
the training and organization of more than
8,000 election administrators throughout the
nation.

The EAC’s certification program is helping
state and local governments save money by
using its oversight role to coordinate with man-
ufacturers and local election officials to ensure
that the existing equipment meets its durability
and longevity potential. This saves state and
local governments from the unnecessary ex-
pense of new voting equipment.

The Commission plays a major role in col-
lecting accurate and comparable election data.

Living in a nation guided by the spirit of de-
mocracy and by which the American people
are the voices for change, | do not see how
H.R. 672 can continue this legacy. Without the
EAC, there would be no federal agency fo-
cused on improving the quality of elections.
With this, the American people will lose faith
in our democracy and, to tell you the truth so
will 1.

The American people have not forgotten the
chaos of the 2000, and let us ensure that this
Congress remembers those troubling days as
well. We must never forget the feeling of fear
and uncertainty as the fabric of our democracy
and our faithful constitution was put to test. |
feel for scores of votes in Florida, whose
voices were not heard as fraud and corruption
consumed polling stations. As a representative
of Texas, a state of over 20 million people, |
refuse to have any voice of Texas’ constitu-
ents, or mine of the 18th district, be stifled by
those who think otherwise.

In the society we live in, it is often those
who cannot defend themselves or those with
limited political power whose voices are often
overshadowed. Among this group are often-
times the poor, women, the uneducated, the
inept, and the elderly. The EAC has worked
tirelessly to end this trend. Through research,
grant-making and the development of voting
guidelines, the Election Assistance Commis-
sion is helping many groups gain their Con-
stitutional right to vote, including racial and
ethnic minorities, members of the Armed Serv-
ices (especially those serving overseas), dis-
abled Americans and senior citizens.

The EAC has worked to improve the acces-
sibility of more than 37 million disabled voters
with disabilities.

It also has worked to create electronic vot-
ing systems for our brave men and women in
uniform fighting overseas so that they are able
to vote abroad.

Considering my belief that the termination of
the EAC would untangle progress our democ-
racy has made in bringing uniformity and
equality among states in the voting process, |
strongly urge opposition to this bill. If the EAC
is terminated, it is very likely we will see many
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more elections like the election of 2000. If we
care about the legacy of our democracy and
our constitution, | urge opposition to H.R. 672.

—————

HONORING ST. CLETUS PARISH OF
LA GRANGE, ILLINOIS ON ITS
60TH ANNIVERSARY AS A FAITH-
BASED COMMUNITY

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 22, 2011

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor St. Cletus Parish on its 60th anniversary
as a community of faith in La Grange, lllinois.
| express my admiration and appreciation of
St. Cletus’ commitment to upholding the val-
ues and practices of the Roman Catholic
Church and its congregation’s devotion to
charity and spiritual development. On July 3rd,
St. Cletus Church will celebrate 60 years of
spiritual guidance and compassionate service
to the 3rd District and the Chicago-area com-
munity.

A part of the Archdiocese of Chicago, St.
Cletus offers ten masses weekly in addition to
formal education through its school, religious
education, and youth and Hispanic ministries.
Each Christmas season, St. Cletus reaches
out to the less fortunate in its inter-city sharing
parish, St. Agatha’s, and to other needy fami-
lies. Through the parish’s Advent Giving Tree,
St. Cletus parishioners generously donate
food and gift baskets to brighten the Christ-
mas season for hundreds of needy families.
St. Cletus’ commitment to service extends be-
yond the holiday season as well. The St.
Cletus Food Pantry distributes bags of gro-
ceries provided by parishioners to hundreds of
less fortunate families in local communities.
Through these services, the St. Cletus com-
munity upholds the Catholic ideals of love,
sacrifice, and charity.

Because many of the original members of
St. Cletus were returning World War |l vet-
erans, the parish has always been strongly
patriotic. The Parish honors veterans from all
over the area every year on July 4th with a
special Mass which | am proud to participate
in.

From its campus in La Grange, St. Cletus
fosters a community of compassionate believ-
ers and followers of Jesus Christ, welcoming
all to join its family of faith. | am proud to
honor St. Cletus’ commitment to providing
spiritual nourishment through worship, the
celebration of the sacraments, education, and
service to the 3rd District of lllinois. | congratu-
late St. Cletus’ pastor, Father Clark, and the
entire parish community, and | know St. Cletus
will continue to be a valuable spiritual asset to
La Grange and the Chicago region for years
to come.
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate on February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled, and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Thursday,
June 23, 2011 may be found in the Daily
Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED
JUNE 28

9:30 a.m.
Armed Services
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of General James D. Thurman,
USA, for reappointment to the grade of
general and to be Commander, United
Nations Command, Combined Forces
Command, and United States Forces
Korea, Vice Admiral William H.
McRaven, USN, to be admiral and Com-
mander, United States Special Oper-
ations Command, and Lieutenant Gen-
eral John R. Allen, USMC, to be gen-
eral and Commander, International Se-
curity Assistance Force, and United
States Forces, Afghanistan.
SD-G50
10 a.m.
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs
To hold hearings to examine housing fi-
nance reform, focusing on access to the
secondary market for small financial
institutions.
SD-538
Finance
To hold hearings to examine complexity
and the tax gap, focusing on making
tax compliance easier and collecting
what’s due.
SD-215
Foreign Relations
To hold hearings to examine Libya and
war powers.
SD-419
Judiciary
Immigration, Refugees and Border Secu-
rity Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine the ‘‘Devel-
opment, Relief and Education for Alien
Minors (DREAM) Act”.
SD-226
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Environment and Public Works
Water and Wildlife Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine the status
of the Deepwater Horizon Natural Re-
source Damage Assessment.
SD-406
10:30 a.m.
Appropriations
Department of Defense Subcommittee
To hold closed hearings to examine pro-
posed budget estimates for fiscal year
2012 for national and military intel-
ligence programs.
SVC-217
2:30 p.m.
Foreign Relations
Business meeting to consider S.J. Res.
20, authorizing the limited use of the
United States Armed Forces in support
of the NATO mission in Libya.
SD-419
Intelligence
To hold closed hearings to examine cer-
tain intelligence matters.
SH-219
2:45 p.m.
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
To hold hearings to examine the state of
livestock in America.
SD-G50
3 p.m.
Appropriations
Military Construction and Veterans Af-
fairs, and Related Agencies Sub-
committee
Business meeting to markup proposed
budget estimates for fiscal year 2012 for
military construction and veterans af-
fairs, and related agencies.
SD-124

JUNE 29

9:30 a.m.
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs
Securities, Insurance and Investment Sub-
committee
To hold hearings to examine the emer-
gence of swap execution facilities, fo-
cusing on a progress report.
SD-538
10 a.m.
Commerce, Science, and Transportation
To hold hearings to examine privacy and
data security, focusing on protecting
consumers in the modern world.
SR-253
Foreign Relations
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Derek J. Mitchell, of Con-
necticut, to be Special Representative
and Policy Coordinator for Burma,
with the rank of Ambassador, and
Frankie Annette Reed, of Maryland, to
be Ambassador to the Republic of the
Fiji Islands, and to serve concurrently
and without additional compensation
as Ambassador to the Republic of
Nauru, the Kingdom of Tonga, Tuvalu,
and the Republic of Kiribati, both of
the Department of State.
SD-419
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
Business meeting to consider S. 958, to
amend the Public Health Service Act
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to reauthorize the program of pay-
ments to children’s hospitals that oper-
ate graduate medical education pro-
grams, S. 1094, to reauthorize the Com-
bating Autism Act of 2006 (Public Law
109-416), an original bill entitled,
“Workforce Investment Act Reauthor-
ization of 2011”°, and any pending nomi-

nations.
SD-106
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs

Business meeting to consider pending
calendar business.
SD-342
10:30 a.m.
Judiciary
To hold hearings to examine barriers to
justice and accountability, focusing on
how the Supreme Court’s recent rul-
ings will affect corporate behavior.
SD-226
Rules and Administration
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Gineen Maria Bresso, of Flor-
ida, Thomas Hicks, of Virginia, and
Myrna Perez, of Texas, all to be a
Member of the Election Assistance
Commission.
SR-301
2 p.m.
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs
Housing, Transportation and Community
Development Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine promoting
broader access to public transportation
for America’s older adults and people
with disabilities.

SD-538
2:30 p.m.
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs

Oversight of Government Management, the
Federal Workforce, and the District of
Columbia Subcommittee

To hold hearings to examine the dip-
lomat’s shield, focusing on diplomatic
security and its implications for
United States diplomacy.

SD-342

Veterans’ Affairs

Business meeting to consider pending
calendar business.

SR-418

JUNE 30

10 a.m.
Finance
To hold hearings to examine perspectives
on deficit reduction, focusing on a re-
view of key issues.
SD-215
Foreign Relations
Western Hemisphere, Peace Corps and
Global Narcotics Affairs Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine the state of
democracy in the Americas.
SD-419
2:30 p.m.
Intelligence
Closed business meeting to consider
pending calendar business.
SH-219
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